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ON SOz

Arkeoloji, gecmis toplumlarin yasam bicimlerini, kiiltiirel iliskilerini ve
diisiinsel diinyalarin1 maddi kalintilar iizerinden anlamaya caligsan bir bilim
dalidir. Arkeolojik buluntularin bilimsel agidan degerlendirilmesi, yalnizca
bicimsel 6zelliklerinin ve islevlerinin belirlenmesiyle sinirli degildir. Bu
buluntularin tiretim ve kullanim siiregleri, arkeolojik baglamlari, sembolik
anlamlan ve kiiltiirel iligkileri de gegmisin yorumlanmasinda 6énemli bir yere
sahiptir. Bu nedenle maddi kiiltlir, ge¢mis toplumlarin farkli yonlerini
anlamaya olanak saglayan c¢ok katmanli bir arastirma alani olarak
degerlendirilmektedir.

Arkeoloji Aragtrmalari: Kimlik, Temsil ve Maddi Kiiltiir baglikli bu kitap,
farkli donemlere, cografyalara ve maddi kiiltiir gruplarina odaklanan yedi
aragtirmay1 bir araya getirmektedir. Tarihoncesi donemlerden antik gagin
mimari uygulamalarina uzanan genis bir kronolojik ve cografi cercevede ele
alman calismalar, arkeolojik verilerin farkli yontemlerle incelenmesine ve
yorumlanmasina iligkin Ornekler sunmaktadir. Kitabin temel yaklasimi,
arkeolojik malzemeleri ve kiiltiirel mirasi kendi tarihsel ve arkeolojik
baglamlari igerisinde degerlendirmek ve bunlarim ge¢mis toplumlarin
anlagilmasina sundugu katkiy1 farkli boyutlartyla ortaya koymaktir.

Kitap, Orta Anadolu tarihdncesi aragtirmalar kapsaminda Nevsehir ili ve
cevresini ele alan boliimle baglamaktadir. Bolgesel arkeolojik arasgtirmalarin
kapsamin1 ve 0nemini ortaya koyan bu g¢aligma, tarihoncesi topluluklarin
anlagilmasinda cografi ¢evrenin ve arkeolojik verilerin  birlikte
degerlendirilmesine dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Bunu izleyen boliimde, tarihoncesi
Yakin Dogu’da obsidyenin sembolik kullanimi ele alinmaktadir. Dogal bir
hammadde olan obsidyenin yalnizca teknolojik ve islevsel oOzellikleri
iizerinden degil, sembolik anlamlar1 bakimindan da degerlendirilmesi, maddi
kiiltiir arastirmalarinin farkli yorum olanaklarini géstermektedir.

Kitapta ayrica Erzincan Otlukbeli ve c¢evresinin Eskicag tarihi ve
arkeolojik mirasmi ele alan bir ¢alisma yer almaktadir. Bolgenin tarihsel ve
arkeolojik 6zelliklerini degerlendiren bu bdoliim, kitabin cografi kapsamini
genisletirken bolgesel arastirmalarin Dogu Anadolu’nun tarihsel gelisiminin
ve arkeolojik mirasinin anlasilmasindaki 6nemine dikkat cekmektedir.



Eski Yakin Dogu’da silindir miihiirleri ikonografik bir kaynak olarak
inceleyen c¢alisma, kitabin gorsel temsil ve sembolik dil boyutunu o6ne
cikarmaktadir. Miihiirler tizerinde yer alan figiirler, sahneler ve semboller,
tiretildikleri ve kullanildiklar: kiiltiirel ¢evrelerin gorsel anlatim bigimlerinin
aragtirilmasina olanak tanimaktadir. Bu yoniiyle boliim, arkeolojik nesnelerin
yalnizca fiziksel oOzellikleriyle degil, iizerlerinde tasidiklart imgeler ve
bunlarin anlamlariyla birlikte ele alinmasinin 6nemini ortaya koymaktadir.

Hacimusalar Hoyiik ’te ele gecen ve Geg Erken Tung Cagi II’ye tarihlenen
gaga agizli testi iizerine yapilan yeni degerlendirme, belirli bir seramik
buluntusunun arkeolojik aragtirmalardaki yerini ele almaktadir. Seramiklerin
bicimsel ve tipolojik ozellikleri, kronolojik degerlendirmeler ve buluntu
baglamlari, ge¢mis toplumlarin maddi kiiltliriinii anlamada 6nemli veriler
sunmaktadir. Bu c¢alisma, tekil bir buluntunun ayrintili incelenmesinin
arkeolojik  malzemenin  yorumlanmasina  saglayabilecegi  katkiy1
gostermektedir.

Kitabin Iskit kazanlarini ele alan béliimii, farkli bir kiiltiirel gevreye ait
Oonemli bir maddi kiiltiir grubunu inceleme alanina dahil etmektedir.
Kazanlarin bigimsel ve islevsel 6zellikleri ile kiiltiirel baglamlar1 {izerinden
ylriitiilen degerlendirmeler, belirli nesne gruplarinin arkeolojik aragtirmalarda
tagidig1 onemi ortaya koymaktadir. Boylece kitap, farkli malzeme tiirleri ve
kiiltiirel ¢evreler tlizerinden maddi kiiltliriin arastirilmasina iligskin ¢esitlilik
sunmaktadir.

Kitabin son boliimiinde ise Metropolis’te mimari elemanlarda kullanilan
metal bilesenler; kenetler, diibeller ve kapi pivotlar {izerinden bicim ve islev
iligkisi g¢ercevesinde incelenmektedir. Mimari yapilarin insa ve kullanim
siiregleriyle iligkili bu unsurlar, arkeolojik degerlendirmelerde ¢ogu zaman
yapilarin genel goriiniimiine kiyasla daha sinirl ilgi géren teknik ayrintilarin
Onemini gostermektedir. Bu calisma, mimari kalintilarin anlagilmasinda
kiigiik 6lgekli metal bilesenlerin de 6nemli bir arastirma alani olusturduguna
isaret etmektedir.

Kitapta bir araya getirilen caligmalarin donem, cografya ve malzeme
bakimindan farklilagmasi, arkeolojik aragtirmalarin genis kapsamim ve
yontemsel cesitliligini yansitmaktadir. Boliimler, arkeolojik verilerin kimi
zaman teknolojik ve islevsel 6zellikleri, kimi zaman sembolik anlamlar1 ve
gorsel temsilleri, kimi zaman da tarihsel ve arkeolojik baglamlari {izerinden



incelenebilecegini gostermektedir. Bu farkli yaklasimlar, gecmis toplumlarin
yalmzca {irettikleri nesneler ve yapilar aracilifiyla degil, bu maddi kiiltiir
unsurlariyla kurduklar iligkiler ve bunlarin iginde yer aldiklar kiiltiirel
ortamlar tizerinden de anlasilabilecegini ortaya koymaktadir.

Arkeoloji Arastirmalari: Kimlik, Temsil ve Maddi Kiiltiir baglikli bu eserin,
arkeolojik malzeme ve kiiltiirel mirasin farkli yonlerden degerlendirilmesine
katki saglamas1 ve ilgili literatiire yeni arastirma Ornekleri kazandirmasi
amaglanmaktadir. Kitabin arkeologlar, akademisyenler, Ogrenciler ve
Anadolu ile Yakin Dogu’nun arkeolojisine ve kiiltlirel mirasina ilgi duyan
okuyucular i¢in yararli bir kaynak olmasimi diliyorum.

Bu eserin hazirlanmasina katki sunan tiim boliim yazarlarina emekleri ve
bilimsel ¢aligmalari i¢in tesekkiir ederim.

Editor



PREFACE

Archaeology seeks to understand the lifeways, cultural relationships, and
intellectual worlds of past societies through the study of material remains. The
scholarly examination of archaeological finds extends beyond the
identification of their formal characteristics and functions. Their production
and wuse, archaeological contexts, symbolic meanings, and cultural
associations also play an important role in interpreting the past. Material
culture is therefore regarded as a multifaceted field of inquiry that provides
opportunities to investigate different aspects of past societies.

Archaeological Studies: Identity, Representation and Material Culture
brings together seven studies focusing on different periods, geographical
regions, and categories of archaeological evidence. Covering a broad
chronological and geographical scope, from prehistoric research in Central
Anatolia and the Near East to the archaeological heritage of Eastern Anatolia
and architectural practices in antiquity, the chapters offer examples of how
archaeological evidence can be examined and interpreted through different
approaches. The volume seeks to explore archaeological materials and cultural
heritage within their archaeological and historical contexts and to demonstrate
their contribution to understanding past societies from a range of perspectives.

The book opens with a study of Nevsehir and its surrounding region in the
context of prehistoric research in Central Anatolia. Addressing the scope and
significance of regional archaeological investigations, this chapter draws
attention to the importance of considering geographical settings and
archaeological evidence together when investigating prehistoric communities.
The following chapter examines the symbolic use of obsidian in the
prehistoric Near East. By considering obsidian not only in terms of its
technological and functional properties but also in relation to its symbolic
significance, the study illustrates the interpretive possibilities offered by
material culture research

The volume also includes a study of the ancient history and archaeological
heritage of Otlukbeli and its surrounding area in Erzincan. By focusing on the
historical and archaeological dimensions of the region, this chapter broadens
the geographical scope of the volume and emphasizes the significance of
regional studies for understanding the historical development and
archaeological heritage of Eastern Anatolia.



The chapter devoted to cylinder seals as iconographic sources in the
Ancient Near East highlights the volume's concern with visual representation
and symbolic language. Figures, scenes, and symbols depicted on seals
provide opportunities to investigate forms of visual expression characteristic
of the cultural contexts in which these objects were produced and used. The
study demonstrates the importance of examining archaeological objects not
only through their physical characteristics but also through the imagery they
carry and the meanings associated with it.

A new assessment of a beak-spouted jug from Hacimusalar Hoyiik, dated
to Late Early Bronze Age II, focuses on the archaeological significance of a
particular ceramic find. The formal and typological characteristics of
ceramics, together with chronological assessments and find contexts, provide
important evidence for understanding the material culture of past societies.
This chapter illustrates how the detailed examination of an individual artefact
can contribute to the interpretation of archaeological material.

The chapter on Scythian cauldrons introduces material culture from a
different cultural context. The examination of these objects in terms of their
formal and functional characteristics and cultural settings highlights the
significance of specific artefact groups in archaeological research. In this way,
the volume presents a range of approaches to the study of material culture
across different object categories and cultural environments.

The final chapter examines metal components used in architectural
elements at Metropolis, focusing on clamps, dowels, and door pivots through
an analysis of form and function. Associated with the construction and use of
architectural structures, these components demonstrate the importance of
technical details that may receive less attention than the overall appearance of
buildings. The study highlights how small-scale metal components can
constitute a valuable field of inquiry for understanding architectural remains.

The studies brought together in this volume differ in chronology,
geographical focus, and material, reflecting the broad scope and
methodological diversity of archaeological research. The chapters
demonstrate that archaeological evidence can be investigated through its
technological and functional properties, symbolic meanings, visual
representations, historical contexts, and archaeological settings. Taken
together, these approaches show that past societies can be understood not only



through the objects and structures they produced, but also through the
relationships they established with material culture and the cultural
environments in which these materials were embedded.

Archaeological Studies: Identity, Representation and Material Culture
aims to contribute to the multifaceted study of archaeological evidence and
cultural heritage and to offer new research perspectives to the relevant
scholarly literature. It is hoped that the volume will serve as a valuable
resource for archaeologists, academics, students, and readers interested in the
archaeology and cultural heritage of Anatolia and the wider Near East.

I would like to thank all contributing authors for their scholarly work and
for their contributions to the preparation of this volume.

Editor
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